
UBS Investor Sentiment
Investors speak UK 3Q21

UK investors seek growth and 
impact amid uncertainty

Seeking sustainable 
returns

... driven by returns and values
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Sustainable investing | Returns and 
values drive UK investor interest

UK investors see SI as an important part of their portfolio strategy* ...

Optimism dips | But UK investors 
staying the course

Labor crunch | European business 
owners adjust to workforce challenges

Key findings

Sustainable investing (SI)

71% +4

11% -8

18% +4

Highly important

By region (in %)

US

53
+14

Switzerland

48
+1

Asia

67
-2

Europe
(except Switzerland)

77
+8

79% 

67% 

64% 

64% 

Maximize impact

Invest in companies that further 
causes important to me

Avoid companies that 
don’t align with my views

Maximize returns

Latin  
America

79
+4

Somewhat important

Not important

*Changes since 2020
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UK investors expect SI returns to match or exceed traditional investing

Top sustainable investment themes for UK investors

Advice wanted

of UK investors with an advisor are very 
interested in advice on increasing allocation to SI

52%
better returns

22%
worse returns

26%
same returns

Expectations for better SI returns by region 
(in %)

Latin America 69

Europe (except Switzerland) 54

Asia 53

US 44

Switzerland 30

46%
Climate change

40%
Clean water and 
sanitation

45%
Smart mobility
(e.g., electric vehicles, 

car-sharing)

74%

More on sustainable investing
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For UK investors, optimism down on own region’s economy for next 12 months*

Expectations on stock market for next 6 months 
down for UK investors*

But many still plan to increase investments*

Top concerns for UK investors

increase

remain the same

decrease

63%
optimistic  

-11 pessimistic
+4

neutral
+723%

14%

52% +2

39% -2

9% unchanged

By region (in %)62%
optimistic  
-10

15%
neutral  
+1

23%
pessimistic  
+9

52%
Climate change

52%
Tax increases

50%
National debt

US

61
-8 Asia

64
-2

Switzerland

56
-1**

Europe
(except Switzerland)

77
+2Latin  

America

65 
-2

*Changes since 2Q21
**Changes since 1Q21

Outlook tracker
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Confidence in own business for next 12 months 
remains strong*

Hiring and business investment plans remain 
positive for next 12 months* (in %)

Tight labor market adds to business owners’ 
challenges the past 6 months ...

... but business owners are responding

83%
optimistic
+4

13%
neutral

-4

4%
pessimistic

unchanged

hire keep workforce same downsize

invest more invest the same invest less

45
+10

46
-1

35
-18

35
-7

20
+8

19
+8

Net hiring¹    +25 (+2)

Net investing²    +27 (-9)

¹ Hire minus downsize
² Invest more minus invest less

86% Weak customer demand 75% 

82% Wage inflation 73% 
83% Employee recruiting 74% 

81% Employee retention 68% 
67% 

About the survey: UBS surveyed 3,004 investors and 1,202 business owners with at least $1M in investable assets (for investors) or at least $1M in annual
revenue and at least one employee other than themselves (for business owners), from September 28 – October 18, 2021. The global sample was split across 15 
markets: Argentina, Brazil, Mainland China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Singapore, Switzerland, the UAE, the UK and the US. 
For the 2Q21 results, UBS surveyed 4,200 investors and business owners globally, from June 23 – July 12, 2021. 

The information mentioned herein is not to be regarded as investment research, a sales prospectus, an offer, a recommendation, an offer or solicitation of 
an offer to buy or sell any investment or other specific product. It is for marketing and informational purposes only. This document is issued by UBS Wealth 
Management, a division of UBS AG which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Market Supervisory Authority in Switzerland. In the United Kingdom, 
UBS AG is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and is subject to regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority and limited regulation by the 
Prudential Regulation Authority. Details about the extent of our regulation by the Prudential Regulation Authority are available from us on request. Where 
products or services are provided from outside the UK, they may not be covered by the UK regulatory regime or the Financial Services Compensation Scheme. 
UBS AG, Jersey Branch is authorised and regulated by the Jersey Financial Services Commission for the conduct of banking, funds, trusts and investment 
business. Where services are provided from outside Jersey, they will not be covered by the Jersey regulatory regime. UBS AG, Jersey Branch and UBS AG, 
London Branch (which is registered as a branch in England and Wales Branch No. BR004507) are both branches of UBS AG a public company limited by 
shares, incorporated in Switzerland whose registered offices are at Aeschenvorstadt 1, CH-4051 Basel and Bahnhofstrasse 45, CH 8001 Zurich. UBS AG, Jersey 
Branch’s principal place business is 1IFC Jersey, St Helier, JE2 3BX. 

© UBS 2021. The key symbol and UBS are among the registered and unregistered trademarks of UBS. All rights reserved.

ubs.com

Is your portfolio built for sustainable returns? Talk to your UBS advisor.

*Changes since 2Q21

Offering new or larger year-end /
spot bonuses

Increased base pay

More employee benefits

More flexible working locations

More flexible working hours

European business owners


